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[54] BREADER FOR COATING EDIBLE FOOD [57] ABSTRACT
PRODUCTS WITH FRESH BREAD CRUMBS The invention describes a coating machine which in-
[75] Inventor: Robert M. Stacy, Sandusky, Ohio cludes an endless pervious conveyor belt supported in
: ) . : an elongated frame which provides a food product
[73] Assignee: Stein, Inc., Sandusky, Ohio conveyance path within the machine. A hopper is dis-
[21] Appl. No.: 640,704 posed above the food product conveyance path in
[22] Filed: Jan. 14, 1991 which an amount of a coating material is provided to
’ generate a falling curtain of bread crumbs or the like to
[51] Int. CLS .o BO5C 5/02; BO5SC 19/00 cover the top and sides of food product piECCS passing
[52] US.CL e 118/16; 99/494, a]ong the food product conveyance pa[h. The machine
99/450.1; 118/24; 118/312  also preferably includes a circular drum type conveyor
[58] Field of Search ................. 99/494, 450.1; 118/13, which is rotatably supported along the elongated frame
118/16, 19, 24, 31, 312; 427/195 adjacent the hopper and includes a plurality of pockets
[56] References Cited f(})lrmed the;ein which %pen into the interior og the mz;
chine and the hopper. Conveyors are provided in bot
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS the elongated frame and hopper to distribute coating
3,045,640 7/1962 Hill et al. oo, 118/24 material from the frame enclosure to the circular con-
3,404,659 10/1968 Croston ........ veyor which will in turn distribute coating material to
3,759,218 9/1973 Korstvedt ... the hopper to generate the upper layer of breading
3,885,519 5/1975 Orlowski ... material. The machine also includes structure to distrib-
4,210,074 7/1980 Laughman ... . . s
4245580 1/1981 Okawara ... ute breading material within the frame enclosure so as
4333.415 6/1982 Miller et al. to continuously and effectively generate a bottom layer
4.496,084 171985 Booth et al. of coating material on the food product conveyance
4,497,244 2/1985 KoOppENS .....cocovevrunes path while avoiding congestion of the coating material. 4
4,662,306 5/1987 Miller The distribution system of the machine is readily adapt-
4,936,248 6/1990 Miller able for different kinds of breading materials and allows
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2317747 10/1974 Fed. Rep. of Germany
2506054 8/1976 Fed. Rep. of Germany
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utilization of the machine for fresh bread crumbs with
handling thereof performed in a gentle manner while
avoiding congestion or packing of such breading mate-
rial.

13 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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